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TAGS: MPOL, CE 

SUBJ: PROPOSED SHIP VISIT TO COLOMBO 

REF: A. CINCPAC 260049Z MAR 77 (NOTAL); B. 76 COLOMBO 567 
(DTG 121115ZFEB 76) 

1 . REFTEL A PROPOSES A SHIP VISIT TO COLOMBO JULY 6-9, 1977. 

REFTEL B IS MOST RECENT COMPREHENSIVE MESSAGE FROM EMBASSY 
SETTING FORTH OUR VIEWS CONCERNING TIMING OF SHIP VISITS DURING 
THE BALANCE OF 1976/77, WHICH PROPOSED AVOIDING SHIP VISITS 
DURING PERIODS PRECEDING AUGUST 1976 NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE 
AND DURING SRI LANKAN NATIONAL ELECTIONS, THEN FORESEEN FOR 
EARLY 1977. 

2. THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY, NOW IN A STATE OF PROROGATION, 

ENDS ITS CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE ON MAY 22, AND TIMING OF ENSUING 
ELECTIONS MUST BE SUCH THAT NEXT NEWLY-ELECTED ASSEMBLY HOLDS 
ITS FIRST MEETING BY SEPTEMBER 22. BEST CURRENT GUESS IS FOR 
ELECTIONS IN AUGUST, WITH CAMPAIGN REACHING PEAK ACTIVITY IN 
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JULY/AUGUST PERIOD (IN FACT, PRE-ELECTORAL MANEUVERING IS WELL 
UNDER WAY NOW). 

3. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, EMBASSY MUST REGRETFULLY CONCLUDE THAT 
JULY 6-9 TIME FRAME IS NOT SUITABLE FOR A SHIP VISIT TO 

COLOMBO. AMERICAN NAVAL PRESENCE WOULD PROBABLY BE SEIZED UPON 
BY BEVY OF SMALL STRUGGLING LEFTIST PARTIES, INCLUDING THE 
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LOCAL COMMUNIST AND TROTSKYITE PARTIES, AS MEANS OF EMBARRASSING 
BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE MAJOR OPPOSITION PARTIES, ESPECIALLY 
AT A TIME WHEN MUCH LOCAL ATTENTION HAS BEEN DRAWN TO PRESIDENT S 
REMARKS ON POSSIBLE DEMILITARIZATION OF INDIAN OCEAN. 

4. WHILE RECOMMENDING AGAINST JULY VISIT, EMBASSY WOULD LIKE 
TO REITERATE ITS SUGGESTION THAT WE REVERT TO PRIOR POLICY 
ON VISIT FREQUENCY FOLLOWING THE ELECTION AND INSTALLATION 
OF NEXT GOVERNMENT. 

5. AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO A COLOMBO VISIT, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT 
ONE OF THE SHIPS MAKE A TWO-DAY VISIT TO MALE, REPUBLIC OF THE 
MALDIVES, DURING THE SAME TIME FRAME. WHILE RECOGNIZING THAT 
MALE MAY NOT BE AS HIGHLY COVETED A LEAVE PORT AS COLOMBO, 

US NAVAL UNITS HAVE VISITED THERE IN THE PAST AND THE PROPOSED 
DATES MIGHT PERMIT A DELAYED JULY 4TH/NATIONAL DAY CELE- 
BRATION IN THE MALDIVES, PERHAPS WITH POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION 
BY THE AMBASSADOR OR OTHER SENIOR REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS 
EMBASSY. 

REED 
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